436                  History of Education
In Scotland the early Reformation period witnessed many
efforts toward the establishment of schools under the influ-
ence of the Church; but it was not until 1696 that an effec-
tive system was established through the cooperation of
Church and State. At that time an act was passed requiring
the landholders of each parish to provide a schoolhouse and
to support a schoolmaster. In case the landholders did not
do this, the presbytery was authorized to apply to the com-
missioners of the shire, who were then to secure the enforce-
ment of "the act. There was no uniformity required among
these schools, but the control of the teacher and the super-
vision of the schools were largely in the hands of the Church.
Many of those schools offered secondary instruction as well
as elementary, and sent boys directly to the university. Con-
sequently the Scottish people had much better educational
facilities and reached a higher common standard of intelli-
gence than any other portion of the British Empire. No
changes of any importance were made in the system until
the opening year of the nineteenth century, when provisions
were made for more than one school in the larger parishes,
and for changing the power of selection of teachers from;
the Church to the taxpayers. From this time on a system
of education adequate for towns as well as rural regions
gradually grew up.
In Holland a system of elementary schools was established
under the auspices of the reformed churches. Notwithstand-
ing the cruelly oppressive Spanish wars of the sixteenth
century, the synods of the Dutch Reformed Church made
provision for the education of the youth. But it was not
until the Synod of Dort(i6i8) that the Church undertook,
in connection with the State, the establishment of a system
of elementary schools in every parish. This system was as
efficient as the chaotic condition of the times would permit,
and was the origin of the earliest schools in the American
colonies, for the Church-state of Holland required that the